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AS A YOUNG BOY, Brian Bell experienced the generous 
outreach of his mom, Rosalie and his fire chief dad, Arthur,
as they opened their modest Crabtree home to people who
had nowhere else to go, or had fallen on hard times.

It was commonplace for a new face to appear at the
family’s dining table, including celebration occasions like
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and Rosalie was never slow
to extend the hand of help and support to friends and
neighbors.

His parents’ acts of kindness, especially those of his
mother, were etched vividly on young Brian’s memory.
“We didn’t have a great deal as a family, but mom was
always giving to others,” he recalls. “She would always
share what we had; people would show up and she would
always look after them.”

As he grew older, Brian also became very aware of the sac-
rifices his parents had made for him and his sister, Terry and
three brothers, Arthur, Michael and Dennis. “Mom’s focus
was her family and raising five children,” he said. “She
stayed home to make sure that she was there for us and that
we had everything we needed. Both of my parents were
high school graduates, and they were very proud to have
put each of us through college.”

When Rosalie passed away in 1999, aged 61, following a
long illness, her children considered ways that they could
honor her lasting memory. Then Brian, the youngest, heard
a donor with The Pittsburgh Foundation talk about his
fund during a presentation hosted as part of the Leadership
Pittsburgh program.

“It seemed such an appropriate way to keep my mother’s
memory alive,” he said. “The presentation was revealing to
me because I’d always thought that only the wealthy could
start funds at the Foundation, but I learned that we could
start small and build the fund over time.”

Brian, supported by his siblings, created the Rosalie Fund
in 2006 as part of the Foundation’s fund for public giving,
and following steady contributions over almost four years,
the family reached the $10,000 minimum for the fund to
become fully established in January this year.

The Rosalie Fund is now qualified to award grants, under
the guidance of its advisors, Brian and his sister and broth-
ers. “I think we will want to focus our grantmaking largely
on children’s causes, because this is something about which
our mother cared so deeply,” said Brian, who works as an

Analyst for the Allegheny County Department of Human
Services. “But we will continue to contribute and add to the
Fund as and when we are able to in order to maximize
our grantmaking capabilities.”

Brian now has a family of his own and lives with his wife,
Sheila and their two children Parker, 6, and Selina, 2, in
Churchill. “I’m at the stage of my life of having children of
my own and I appreciate all the more how difficult it is to
keep doing the right thing for my family,” he said. 

“My mom taught her children well and I still want 
to please her and make her proud. I know that the
Rosalie Fund will continue to do that for many, many
years to come.”
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IS YOUR PROFESSIONAL OR SOCIAL 
ORGANIZATION LOOKING FOR PRESENTERS?
Members of the Development and Donor Services
staff of The Pittsburgh Foundation are available to
present on a variety of topics related to charitable giving
and the work of The Foundation in our community.
Presentations can be tailored to your organization’s 
specific needs. Please call Kristin DeAngelis at 
(412) 394-2606 for more information.

Design: Wolfe Design, Ltd.  
Photography: Josh Franzos

PLEASE SHARE YOUR
THOUGHTS AND IDEAS
about issues in which the
Foundation is involved and
those affecting our community.
To submit a letter for publica-
tion in Community Forum,
send it to the Foundation 
to the attention of 
Stephanie Higgins,
Communications Associate,
The Pittsburgh Foundation,
Five PPG Place, Pittsburgh
PA 15222 or email: 
higginss@pghfdn.org

STAY CONNECTED
Visit Our Blog. Community E-Forum, is for everyone
who shares our mission to make this community a better
place for us all.Subscribe to the RSS feed and never
miss a post at: http://blog.pittsburghfoundation.org

Connect with The Pittsburgh Foundation 

on Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/PghFdnFacebook 

Follow The Pittsburgh Foundation’s 

updates on Twitter @PittsburghFdn or
http://twitter.com/PittsburghFdn


